When this Coburnville resident pledges allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, it is merely as a symbolic act. The flag, whether it represents the republic it is intended in our constitution to represent or the empire it has recently become fashionable to represent, is an object worshiped and beloved as evidenced by the devotion the City demonstrates in its elevation and care of the colored fabric pattern known as the Stars and Stripes. This devotee of the republic is repelled by the way zealous nationalists have invoked the symbol of my beloved republic, the one that upholds the rule of law and preserves the spirit of liberty and justice for all, to pursue illegal, unconstitutional presidential wars. Please do not permit recruiters of the Armed Forces - in empire these are the merchants of death - into our schools where the youth must cultivate its mind and heart before being enticed by zealous advocates of organized violence. If you permit a promoter of violence into our schools, then you must also allow an advocate of peace to be fair.